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Village contacts and information 
Reverend Beverley Vincent can be found on page 28 and the churchwardens on page 26. 

Village Emergency Telephone Service and Neighbourhood Watch representatives see page 30 

Magazine copy see page 28 

Parish Clerks 
Gt Maplestead Ann Crisp 01787 460216 anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Kevin B Money 07810 781509 gestingthorpepc@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Shelley Boydell 07927 775989 pebmarshparishclerk@gmail.com 
The Maplesteads 
The Maple Leaves Angela Davis 01787 236007 angeladavis99@outlook.com 
WEA Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannnewton4@gmail.com 
Autumn Show Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Gt Maplestead 
Task Force Martin Elms 01787 461421 martinelms@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Village Hall Liz Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Playing Field Joe Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Mixed Ability Yoga Victoria Ashworth 07751 911923 justinashworth@hotmail.co.uk 
Dance & Keep Fit Judy Cowell 01376 561757 judy.cowell@btinternet.com 
Carpet Bowls Janice Chaplin 01787 469600 bobandjanicechaplin@btinternet.com 
Gestingthorpe 
Village Hall Steve Bagby 07840 367182 
Village amenities Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Tower bell ringing Valerie Fullman 01787 462755 
Cricket Club Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Football Club 
History Society Gill Webb 01787 581836 gillwebb880@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh 
Village Hall Jonathan Nott 01787 269231 jonathannott44@hotmail.com 
Dog Training Halstead Dog Club 01787 473154 halsteaddogclub@hotmail.co.uk 
Card making Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
Ladies Club Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
 Sandra Beaney 01787 222220 
Carpet bowls Jim Crayston 01787 222241 jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
Youth club Carol Parker 01787 269996 taximother@googlemail.com 
Baby Sensory Class Helen Whiting 07703 790273 braintree@babysensory.co.uk 
Footpaths 
Gt Maplestead Steve Harris 01787 462818 steveharris@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Geraldine Holloway 01787 476530 geraldineholloway2017@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe L Crumpton-Taylor 01787 460277 lesliecrumptontaylor@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Michael Sharp 07725 909986 michael@broomhills-farm.co.uk 
All villages 
Book Club Alison Cantor 01787 462537 acantor56@outlook.com 
Knitting group Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Handbell Ringing Margaret Crudgington 01787 476259  
Benefice Choir Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
Scouts Stuart Carter 01787 461149 
Guides Kathy Hoy 01787 280200 
Molly’s Wood Jane Postma https://www.mollyswood.org/contact 
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Letter from the editor 

Hello everyone and welcome to the December/January issue of Parish 
News. The good news is that Nic Coppen, supported by her friend Helen, of 
Gestingthorpe is taking over the editorship. She will start with our next 
issue which is in February. 

I have really enjoyed editing the magazine and I hope that you have found 
it both useful and enjoyable. I also want to thank the large band of people 
who support the magazine, the fab individuals in your individual villages 
who are responsible for getting me copy, the people who provide gardening 
help and nature notes every month, the great people who distribute the 
magazine to you and the steering committee, but more than any one, Jane 
Stone, who has sorted the finances and held my back, and who has agreed 
to carry on helping Nic so there will be continuity. 

I have promised Nic that I WILL NOT interfere. 

I will continue to support the magazine as I’m taking over from Beverley 
(for whom much thanks) as the copy provider for Little Maplestead. So for 
all you folks in Little Maplestead, send me your interesting news. 

The lovely cover photo was taken by Kathy Crimmins. 

Have a lovely Christmas and a fab new year. 
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Letter from the Reverend Beverley Vincent 

Some of us will be welcoming the Christmas season and New Year with a 
familiar heavy heart. We have so many things to concern us currently and 
as we hear the Christmas tunes of supermarkets and see the twinkling 
lights everywhere and try to grasp the joy of Christmas, we might also be 
reflecting on the uncertainties that next year holds for us.  

The political landscape has been chaotic this year which no doubt increases 
our anxiety about the future. Politics shapes the Christmas story as we 
know it. Luke’s gospel tells us Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem 
because Quirinius, governor of Syria, was commanded by the Roman 
Emperor Augustus to conduct a census for the purpose of taxation. In the 
Gospel read at Christmas time we hear Jesus’ credential as a descendant of 
King David, and the political exile of his ancestors to Babylon in the Old 
Testament. Then as the Christ child is born the wise men threaten the 
political order with the news of a newborn king, so that King Herod plans to 
kill the child.  Mary and Joseph flee and live as refugees in neighboring 
Egypt. Meanwhile, fuelled by the desire to cling to political power, Herod 
orders all young children in and around Bethlehem to be killed.  

The baby Jesus finds his life shaped by the political stage around him from 
before he leaves the womb. The politics of the world with its competing 
factions, impact his life from his birth until his final breath on the cross. The 
Christmas story is about God entering our world, it’s about the hope we 
have that God in the person of Christ came to bring order out of chaos, and 
peace to all people on earth. 

Politics shapes all of our lives.  It has profound effects on all lives not just 
those who are very similar to us but also those who live in very different 
circumstances. The Bible is clear that our concern should never be just for 
our own standards of living but rather for those who are particularly 
vulnerable or in need.  Perhaps our Christmas presents this year could 
simply be acts of kindness, after all these cost nothing and yet are often 
invaluable. 

If you want to add that authentic dimension to Christmas this year, make 
sure you look out for those who are less fortunate or lonely, be kind, be 
generous with your time and maybe take a mince pie to those good people 
who’ll spend the day volunteering and serving others in so many ways.  

With best wishes for you and your loved ones this Christmas and New Year.  

Rev’d Beverley  
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 The F315 Local Bus Service  

Unlike a conventional bus, you need to first register as a customer and you 
need to book your seat on a journey at least two hours in advance of travel. 

Flat fare £2.50 single, £4 return. Concessionary bus passes are accepted 
after 0900 Monday to Friday and all day on Saturdays. 

For more information 01621 874410 or info@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk. 
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Sudbury - Gestingthorpe - Pebmarsh - Gt Maplestead - Halstead
(Demand Responsive Service) F315

Monday to Friday (Except Bank Holidays)

Operator

Notes

Sudbury, Bus Station (A)

Ballingdon, Strawberry Stores (opp)

Bulmer Tye, Park Lane (adj)

Bulmer, The Street (adj)

Gestingthorpe, Foundry Corner (S-bound)

Wickham St Paul, The Victory (o/s)

Pebmarsh, The Kings Head (o/s)

Pebmarsh, War Memorial (opp)

Little Maplestead, The Cock (W-bound)

Great Maplestead, Church (opp)

Little Maplestead, Little Maplestead Pump (E-bound)

Halstead, High Street (SW-bound)

ARWT
STATH

0900

0903

0907

0911

0917

0923

0932

0933

0939

0945

0951

0956
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STATH
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1117

1123

1132
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1139

1145

1151

1156
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STATH
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1303

1307
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1317

1323
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1333

1339

1345

1351

1356
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1547
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1603

1609

1615

1621

1626
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STATH

1730

1733

1737

1741

1747

1753
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1803

1809

1815

1821

1826

ARWT
BOOK
STA

1915

1918

1922

1926

1932

1938

1947

1948

1954

2000

2006

2011

Saturday

ARWT
STATH

0900

0903

0907

0911

0917

0923

0932

0933

0939

0945
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ARWT
STATH

1100
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1117
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1132
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1300

1303

1307

1311

1317
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1730

1733

1737

1741

1747

1753
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1809

1815

1821

1826

ARWT
BOOK
STA

1915

1918

1922

1926

1932

1938

1947

1948

1954

2000

2006

2011

Sunday

no service no service

NOTES
BOOK Journey must be pre-booked

STA Most times approximate (confirm by booking on 01621 874411, costs apply)

TH Passengers to/from Pebmarsh and Gt. Maplestead must pre-book

OPERATORS

ARWT Arrow Taxis Essex Ltd 01621 855111

Suffolk 01/12/2021

Halstead - Gt Maplestead - Pebmarsh - Gestingthorpe - Sudbury
(Demand Responsive Service) F315

Monday to Friday (Except Bank Holidays)

Operator

Notes

Halstead, High Street (NE-bound)

Little Maplestead, Little Maplestead Pump (W-bound)

Great Maplestead, Church (opp)

Little Maplestead, The Cock (E-bound)

Pebmarsh, War Memorial (opp)

Pebmarsh, The Kings Head (opp)

Wickham St Paul, The Victory (opp)

Gestingthorpe, Foundry Corner (N-bound)

Bulmer, The Street (opp)

Bulmer Tye, Park Lane (opp)

Ballingdon, Strawberry Stores (o/s)

Sudbury, Bus Station (A)

ARWT
STATS

0730

0735

0741

0749

0754

0755

0804

0810

0815

0819

0823

0830
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1000
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1056
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STATS

1200

1205

1211

1217

1223

1224

1233

1239

1245

1249

1253

1256

ARWT
STATS

1400

1405

1411

1417

1423

1424

1433

1439

1445

1449

1453

1456

ARWT
STATS

1630

1635

1641

1647

1653

1654

1703

1709

1715

1719

1723

1728

ARWT
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1923

1928

Sunday

no service no service

NOTES
BOOK Journey must be pre-booked

STA Most times approximate (confirm by booking on 01621 874411, costs apply)

TS Passengers to/from Pebmarsh and The Maplesteads must pre-book

OPERATORS

ARWT Arrow Taxis Essex Ltd 01621 855111

Suffolk 01/12/2021
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Little Maplestead 

Little Maplestead Volunteer Network 

We can collect drugs, search the internet if you do not have a computer, or 
just be a friendly voice on the other end of the phone. If you or others you 
know feel may need support please contact one of us. Please contact Bi l l 
Piper on 01787473933, Jane Stone on 01787472525, Gemma Frost on 
07826523187  

Little Maplestead    Volunteer Emergency Telephone System  
(VETS)   

As you know we have two defibrillators in the village. 

One is close to the phone box in the centre of the village, and the other is 
on the wall outside Little India. 

These can and should be used in an emergency. 

We have a team of people in the village who have had basic training on how 
to operate the defibrillators, and also CPR. 

We need more volunteers to bring our VETS  team to full capacity. All you 
need is a land line phone, and the ability to move fast in the event of an 
emergency, assuming you are available to be called out. 

All members of the team will be given basic training, and also a hold all 
containing some potentially useful equipment, like kneeling pads, torch etc 

Please contact Bill Piper on 01787473933 if you would like to be a member 
of our team……. Just remember it could be a family member or friend who 
needs your assistance. 

Could all the current VETS members please contact me to confirm that they 
are still available to be of assistance. 

In the event of an emergency always dial 999 first, and then 01787 852252 
this will trigger help from the VETS. 

Crafty, knitty, sewy stuff 

Is any one interested in meeting monthly to do crafts together? Knitting, 
sewing, paper work, polymer clay or anything else you can think of? 

If so drop me an email at jennyarchitect@waitrose.com. 

Jenny Bishop 

Page  of 6 28



More Little Maplestead 
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Nature Notes 

The weather, the background to all the natural world, continues to surprise 
and even alarm us. From the 1st of July until the 18th of October my 
garden rain gauge recorded just 78 mm of precipitation; from 19th October 
until 19th November we had 140 mm. Essex is the driest county in 
England, with an average 500 mm of rain per annum. In the last month we 
have had more than a quarter of that but the 5 months’ total since the 
beginning of July suggests we might be on course for a ‘normal’ year. It 
doesn’t feel normal and our November temperatures were very mild indeed. 
Perhaps reflecting this mild weather was the sight of White Dead-nettle still 
flowering along roadsides this week and a whole field of rape still yellow. 

More typical of the season were mixed flocks of 
tits moving through woodland canopies and the 
arrival of winter thrushes from the north. There 
was a small flock of redwings (right) overhead 
on the 16th November and then good views of 
about 20 fieldfares on the 18th, both arriving 
pretty much at the expected time. Both species 
are attractive and presage the colder months 
ahead. They feast on the abundant fruit of 
hawthorns, cotoneaster and other berry-bearing plants. Birds like skylarks 
and yellowhammers are conspicuous by their song in summer but disappear 
in winter. They don’t go anywhere, they just drop out of sight, However, on 
a mild day and with a little burst of sunshine, a skylark may be persuaded 
to issue a few notes, even while still on the ground. One such caught my 
ear a few days ago, but it is just luck if you spot a yellowhammer. 

Ravens have been in our area for a couple of 
years now but remain elusive for such a 
large bird. I was delighted to spot a pair 
over Dynes Hall Road last week, my 
attention being drawn by their deep grok-
grok call. They were pursued by a cohort of 
jackdaws that looked tiny by comparison but 
fearless, nonetheless. Ravens seem to be 
spreading over large parts of England that 
were formerly devoid of the species. 

Historically of course they would have been widespread but were driven out 
by persecution in many areas. I saw a bird over a Surrey heath a couple of 
weeks ago; when I lived there in the eighties there were none. It’s 
heartening to see birds returning to old haunts, indicating changing 
attitudes and greater awareness of the value of biodiversity. 

 Patch Patroller 
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Great Maplestead 

Great Maplestead Volunteer Network 

Just to let you know that the Great Maplestead Coronavirus Volunteer 
Support Network is still up and running.  

If you would like any help please do not hesitate to contact me by phone on 
01787 461002 or 07773 627897, or by e-mail at jacqui.mee62@gmail.com 

Coffee at St Giles 

Please join us for coffee on Wednesday mornings in the Deane Chapel at St 
Giles’ – or outdoors in the churchyard, if it’s warm enough. We serve from 
10.30am until 12 noon. There is no charge – these are social get-togethers, 
not fundraisers. 

Also, we now serve coffee after our regular services, so please join us if you 
can.More Great Maplestead 

Community Playing Field Wins The Lottery 

Great Maplestead Parish Council’s ambitious £110k 
Community Playing Field Development Project has 
received a significant boost by being awarded a 
£75,000 grant from the National Lottery Community 
Fund. 
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Great Maplestead Advent Display 2022 
 

 
 
 

This December, parishioners are, once again, invited to create an advent window/festive garden 
display as part of the village’s Christmas celebrations. 

If you would like to register a display, please notify the Parish Clerk which date you would like to reveal your design, 
from 2nd- 24th December, together with your title/theme for your display (eg: Christmas carol/song/film). 

A map of where each display is and daily photos will be circulated via village social media channels. 

To start off the event, the village Christmas tree, kindly donated by Joe Newton, will be unveiled on 1st December 
on the triangle outside St Giles School in Church St. Light up time 6.00pm. This is a community tree so do feel 

free to add your own decoration to those provided by the village elves. 
 

Let’s create another visual treat for us all to enjoy as part of the Christmas festivities! 
 

Clerk contact details: Ann Crisp 01787 460 216 
or email: anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 

mailto:jacqui.mee62@gmail.com


More Great Maplestead 

More Community Playing Field Wins The Lottery 

The project is aimed at revitalising the village playing 
field, replacing the children’s ageing play equipment 
and providing full access, for people of all abilities, to 
what is a valuable, and much loved, community 
amenity. 

The thriving village school, which used the playing 
field as an outdoor learning space during the Covid epidemic and continues 
with lessons there today, stands to benefit from a new perimeter pathway 
that can also be used for the pupils’ ‘Mile-a-Day’ challenge.  

Since March 2021 an ongoing community fundraising programme 
has seen donations from individuals, institutions and businesses 
within in the village reach nearly £37k. Organised social 
fundraising events, such as a Village Fun(d) Day and Dog Show, 
quizzes and, in particular, an epic sponsored 1,000-mile bike ride 
from Land’s End to John O’Groats by two residents, which in itself 
raised over £5k, have been enthusiastically and generously 

supported. 

Work on improving the community playing field has already begun, with the 
construction of a Boules court, additional picnic benches and the installation 
of a new drainage system. The Lottery grant award will now allow work to 
start on the ‘access-for-all’ pathway and replacement of the children’s play 
equipment. 

Leader of the Development Project Team, Cllr. Simon Last, said:"Receiving 
this National Lottery Community Fund grant has been a wonderful reward 
for the tremendous efforts put in by everyone involved in the project. The 
improvements the grant wil l now enable us to make to the 
communityplaying field will a legacy of lasting benefit to residents and 
visitors to the village for many years to come”. 
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Gill Peskett and Jill Newton 
Churchwardens at St Giles, Great 

Maplestead 

wish all their friends in the four parishes a 
very Happy Christmas and a peaceful new 

year. 

Instead of sending cards we will be 
making donations to charity



More Great Maplestead 
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Maplesteads’ WEA 
 

Many European artists, from the Old Masters to John Constable, Angelica 
Kauffman, Barbara Hepworth and Graham Sutherland, did preparatory 
sketches for their art on location. 
 

To find out more about The Role of On-Location Drawing in Art, study 
these and other artists' working methods, examine the value of drawing on 
location and compare the results with purely studio-based work in an 
informal, friendly atmosphere, enrol for our 7-week course online at 
www.wea.org.uk or by phone on 0300 303 3464 (quoting C2229191). 
 

This course starts on Monday 23rd January 
at 7.00pm in Great Maplestead Village Hall. 
 

We’re confident you will find it both enlightening 
and informative… 
 
Please contact the Maplesteads' WEA Secretary, Jean Bowers prior to the first 
session for any further information:  
Tel: 01787 460 181 or E-mail: jean.bowers@wea.ac.uk 
 
More details at https://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk/community-village-life/wea/ 



More Great Maplestead 
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Gardening Corner 

I can hardly believe this is the last ‘Gardening Corner’ of the year – where 
have the last twelve months gone? 

At this time of year, when colour is not so prevalent in our gardens, 
ornamental grasses make quite a bold statement. We are experiencing a 
prolonged wet spell; I would therefore recommend planting in the spring 
when the soil warms up and we have longer days. Once established, 
grasses give height and movement to the back of a border – or indeed on 
their own. Look out for Golden Oat Grass [Stipa gigantea], Silver Grass 
[Miscanthus sinensis] and Tall Moor Grass [Molinia caerulea] – they all grow 
to between 1.8 and 2 metres. 

My recommended plant of the month has to 
be an ornamental Holly! Ilex [Argentea 
Marginata], the Silver margined holly or Ilex 
[Golden King], a lovely shrub with a deep 
yellow margin to the leaves. If you do plant 
an ornamental Holly beware – they can grow 
to 20ft tall or more. 

Garlic can be planted any time this month: 
the old saying goes ‘plant on the shortest day 
and harvest on the longest’. Broad beans can 

also be sown outside; plant at least 2 inches deep and keep a look-out for 
mice, especially if you prefer to plant the seed in pots in the greenhouse. 
This warning also applies to Sweet Pea seed. 

Continue to rake up leaves, composting what you can. If you have a 
shallow pond it is a good idea to place a net over the top to catch any 
leaves. The net will also discourage visiting herons who will have an eye on 
any garden pond as their food becomes shorter in the wild; they seem to 
find gold fish very tasty…  

If you have a greenhouse, cold conservatory 
or zip-up plant protector, ventilate it for 2 to 
3 hours on a warm day; this will help keep 
mould and disease at bay. 

A regular winter job is to check the drainage 
of pots with bulbs, shrubs and small trees 
planted in them – if the drainage holes 
become blocked, the pots can become 
waterlogged. Also, if you can stand your pots 
on feet or bricks, this helps maintain free 
drainage and air circulation. 

Seasons greeting to you all. 

The Arborist 
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We are a family run business specialising in rental properties and block management.  We 
have been established for over 40 years and pride ourselves on offering a friendly, 

professional and knowledgeable service to Landlords and Tenants. 

 

We have a selection of properties on our books from period cottages to modern flats 
covering Halstead and surrounding villages. 

 

For further information please contact our office on 01787 474123 or email us at 
rent@hims.uk.com 
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         Specialising in extensions and alterations 
       Architectural design, structural engineering & planning services 

 

                            

                                                                             01787 460980 

         www.stgreenbuilders.co.uk    info@stgreenbuilders.co.uk   
 
 

Extensions – Alterations 
Conversions – Restorations 

Groundworks – Drainage 
Carpentry – Brickwork 

Roofing 
 
 
 
 
 

kksdlksldnls 



Gestingthorpe 

Gestingthorpe ‘Gathering’ Coffee Mornings. 

Our coffee mornings continue to be a great place for villagers and friends to 
have a fortnightly ‘catch up’ over a coffee and cake.  Please come along and 
join us; you will be made very welcome.  If you are in Gestingthorpe and 
you don’t want to walk along the roads on a wet and windy day please give 
Chris or Rose a call on 01787 462763 who would be happy to give you a lift 
to the village hall. 

Our coffee mornings during December will be held on the Fridays of 2nd 
and 16th and the first ones in 2023 will be on the Fridays of 6th and 20th 
January. 

Funds raised at our coffee mornings go towards the upkeep and running of 
our village hall. 

It is great to see so many regulars and some new faces at our ‘gatherings’ 
and to hear the buzz and laughter between everyone enjoying a chat with 
their friends over a hot or cold drink and delicious home baked cakes. 

If you haven’t yet been to a coffee morning; please come along.  We would 
love to see you and guarantee a warm welcome. 

Candlelit Carol Service 

Save the Date 

 Saturday Coffee Morning & Book Sale 
Gestingthorpe Village Hall 

 28 January 2023 

10am – 2pm 

Celebrating Village Halls Week 2023 
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PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE 
CANDLE-LIT CAROL SERVICE 

AT GESTINGTHORPE CHURCH 
WEDNESDAY 14 DECEMBER, 6.30 

FOR 7PM. 
WITH MULLED WINE & MINCE PIES 

HANDBELL RINGERS & TOWER 
BELLS.  

AND THE EXALTATION! CHOIR 



More Gestingthorpe 

Gestingthorpe Christmas Party 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
GESTINGTHORPE VILLAGE HALL 

FRIDAY 16 DECEMBER FROM 7PM 
Tickets £5 Cash Bar 

Email: GesFngthorpevillagehall@gmail.com 
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Children’s Christmas Party 
Saturday 10 December 

11.30 – 2.00 
GesFngthorpe Village Hall 

Free to all village children. 
Please bring a wrapped present to be given to 

your child 

To book your Fckets email: 
GesFngthorpevillagehall@gmail.com
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Darcy the Dachshund 

 Darcy the miniature smooth haired dachshund lives with her family and her 
big sister Bella in Little Maplestead. She arrived in April this year and 
settled in quite quickly with Bella to show her the ropes. It is funny how 
quickly you forget what hard work a puppy is. As with all dachshunds, they 
train you and not the other way around. She is a really engaging character 
and seems to find fans wherever she goes. 

She has had her moments as a puppy. We were eating lunch one day and 
the telephone in the kitchen kept beeping intermittently. We were puzzled 
as to why the phones were playing up, and it wasn’t till I saw a busy 
wagging tail in the corner of the room near the phone socket that I worked 
out what the problem was. Himself was not best pleased, but he managed 
to solder the wires and we did not have to buy a new set of phones. 
Jumpers have been chewed, chocolate stolen, toys disemboweled, Bellas 
new leather collar inadvertently shortened and sadly she seems to enjoy 
pruning roses…. 

Before she arrived, my husband said that I could have any dog I wanted, 
but he hated dachshunds. Fast forward 8 months and she absolutely adores 
him, follows him wherever he goes and has to have a little treat from his 
meals – I think the two things are possibly connected! 

Daxies are “marmite” dogs, you either love them or hate them, but now we 
could not imagine life without her (or her big sister Bella.) 
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Pebmarsh 

Support in Pebmarsh 

Pebmarsh Volunteers continue to be here for you during the pandemic. If 
you need anything, such as if you're isolating/quarantining and need help to 
collect prescriptions or with shopping, get in touch with Kate Carling 
(Phone: 267 924) and she will put you in touch with your village Volunteer. 

Pebmarsh Village Hall and the Nott Family Trust 

The trustees of Pebmarsh Village Hall and the Nott Family Trust wish all a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

The Nott Family trust thank to all in Pebmarsh and further afield for their 
continued support enabling us to continue our charitable work within the 
parish of Pebmarsh. 

Like the willow trees that The Nott Family Trust have planted in Pebmarsh, 
their contribution to the parish grows and goes from strength to strength. 
(See the front cover photo) 

The trustees of Pebmarsh Village Hall give many thanks to all their regular 
hirers, occasional hirers, visitors and groups in Pebmarsh and further afield 
for their continued support and custom. It is much appreciated. 

They would also like to take the opportunity to introduce to all and welcome 
Kelly Thompson to the Village Hall committee who will be taking control of 
our village hall bookings from December 7th 2022. 

They both also also thank Jenny Bishop, the outgoing editor of the Parish 
News, for all her hard work and support over the years. Without Jenny’s 
excellent, unstinting community efforts and vision it would be so much 
more difficult for us to reach everyone. 

Special thanks also to Luke Brown, the Pebmarsh contact for the Parish 
News and all the volunteers that deliver the magazine throughout Pebmarsh 
every month. Without you all the news would not get through. 

To find out more about the Nott Family Trust charitable work please contact 
them for a chat. 

To find out more about Pebmarsh Village Hall please contact them for a chat 
and/or by email at pebmarshvillagehall@gmail.com 

Perry  The Nott Family Trust and Pebmarsh Village Hall 

The King’s Head Pebmarsh 

Ryan and Cathy are planning a number of community events at the King’s 
Head over the next few months, which we hope will be of interest: 
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More Pebmarsh 

More the King’s Head Pebmarsh 

• Quiz Night: Thursday 1 December   
• World Cup Football, screening all the Lion’s matches, quarter, semis 

and finals  
• Christmas Stalls, 3 December 
• Christmas Carols, with Long Melford Brass Band, 16 December 
• New Year’s Eve, 31 December - food served 12-6pm 

     Party with “Into the Sun” from 8pm, tickets £15, includes buffet 

If you are planning ahead the opening times at the King’s Head will be: 
• Sunday 25 December - drinks & nibbles 12-3pm  
• Monday 26 December - drinks 12-5pm, food served 12-3pm  
• Tuesday 27 December - drinks 12-7pm, food served 12-5pmAs always 

y o u c a n f i n d o u t a b o u t e v e n t s a t t h e p u b v i a 
www.kingsheadpebmarsh.co.uk or by following the pub on Facebook 
@kingsheadpebmarsh or Instagram @kingshead_Pebmarsh 

Ryan, Cathy and their team look forward to welcoming you! 

St John the Baptist Church Pebmarsh  

Thank you to all who attended the village Remembrance service at the war 
memorial and to the school for kindly inviting us to refreshments in the 
school hall afterwards.  Much warmer than returning to the church and so 
nice to chat to the children. We also attended the church memorial service 
at Gestingthorpe this year as part of our group of churches shared services. 

Now Remembrance Sunday has passed it’s all system go for Christmas with 
the advent wreath to be in place by the end of November as we see the 
start of Advent. The Christmas tree will be put in the church by the 5th of 
December and decorations ready for the carol concert will be in place by 
the 10th.  Lots of lights and fresh greenery which make a festive feeling to 
the event. 

The school children will be providing the tree decorations and we will have a 
small tree which the youth club will be making the decorations for in the 
next couple of weeks. I’m looking forward to seeing what they bring to the 
church. 

We hold the Carol concert each year with the Long Melford Silver Band 
playing. It is our main fund raising event during the year and only happens 
due to the generosity of Bob Lane who books and pays for them to come. 
We have a collection which goes to the Church – so tickets are not required. 
Come and help make Christmas special for everyone and see the children’s 
hard work. 
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More Pebmarsh 

More St John the Baptist Church Pebmarsh 

We have lots of Christmas cards to sell at £7.50 for 10 so please contact 
myself on 01787269092 sarahburgess@btinternet.com  or John Flack on 
07768605590 team@friendsof pebmarshchurch.uk.  We do have some 
available at the church and you can put the money in the box by the door 
or pick up one of our giving cards with our bank details and reference it: 
“Christmas cards”. 

We have good news for the new year as we have managed to secure a 
grant to help pay for the church wall repair next to the Manor House.  This 
is thanks to Enovert who have granted us £12,000.00 which is going to be 
put together with the money raised by the Friends of Pebmarsh Church. 
Thank you to Perry Crimmins for helping put all the paperwork together. 
Work will start initially in January and then progress once the frosts have 
passed. 

Sarah Burgess Pebmarsh Church Warden 

St John the Baptist Church Pebmarsh 

CHRISTMAS CAROL 
CONCERT 

Sunday 11th December 2022 

4pm 

With The Long Melford Silver Band 
In aid of  Pebmarsh church 
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Omelette Popovers 

This recipe is one of the many low-cost, easy to make meals that have been 
suggested by Great Maplestead’s Community Cost of Living Liaison Group: 
copies can be picked up from the Warm Haven in St Giles’ Church. 

The recipe offers an alternative way of making omelettes that look very 
appealing and taste delicious. 
Ingredients 
Spray oil (to grease) 
1 small onion 
140g Cheddar cheese 
150g frozen peas 
6 large eggs 

2x15ml fresh chopped chives 
      or 1x5ml dried chives 
      or 1x5ml other herbs 
Ground black pepper (optional) 
1x15ml water 

Equipment 
Measuring spoons 
12-hole muffin tin 
Sharp knife 
Chopping board 
Grater 
Medium mixing bowl 
Small bowl or large jug 
Ladle or large spoon 
Mixing spoon 
Palette knife or spatula 

Instructions 
Preheat the oven to 180°C/160°C fan or gas mark 4. 
Spray the holes of the muffin tin with the spray oil. 
Peel and finely chop the onion and divide equally between the holes 
Put in the oven for 5 minutes. 
Weigh and grate the Cheddar cheese. Put the peas into a medium bowl and 
add the grated cheese. 
Wash and chop the herbs and add to the cheese mixture. 
Break the eggs into a small bowl and add them to the cheese and peas mix. 
Add some black pepper to the mixture (to taste) and add the water. 
Mix with a fork until the peas have separated from each other and the eggs 
are well mixed. 
Carefully remove the muffin tin from the oven. 
Using a ladle, divide the mixture between the 12 holes and with a spoon 
stir each one to mix in the onion. Return to the oven for 15 minutes or until 
golden brown on the top. 

Allow to cool for 5 minutes then remove the popovers with a spatula. 

Notes: 
Chopped peppers, mushrooms and red onion make a delicious alternative 
to the peas – but soften them in a frying pan first! 
The popovers are great served with a side salad and some slices of bread. 
They will keep for 48 hours in an airtight container in the fridge. 
Alternatively, freeze them between sheets of baking paper and then 
transfer them to a plastic bag or container. They can be stored in the 
freezer for up to a month. 

Page  of 22 28



Page  of 23 28



The Warm Haven @ St Giles Church. 

In response to the cost of living crisis St Giles Church are pleased to be 
able to provide a warm space in the church. The ‘Warm Haven’ is at the 
back of St Giles church, and is set up for our use during the Winter months, 
it has comfortable chairs, throws and tea/coffee making facilities are also 
available. There are a host of information leaflets, recipes, a small library 
and activities to help pass the time, as well as accessible wifi. The room will 
be open Monday-Saturday during daylight hours.  

It's a great space to sit quietly, to work or to meet with others to pass what 
can be a lonely time in winter months. Everyone is most welcome to make 
use of this facility. 

Thanks to Great Maplestead Parish Council and members of the ‘Community 
Cost of Living Crisis Group’ for their support. They will drop in from time to 
time should you be looking for specific information/help or wish to share 
any ideas/suggestions for us all. Alternatively you can email them at 
gmcostoflivingcrisis@gmail.com 

Information leaflets may also be downloaded via the Parish Council website 
at https://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk/community-cost-of-living... Rev’d Beverley 

.Hedingham Heritage Society    

**Saturday 3 December: Our Christmas Social** with Tracey’s superb 
food, and musical entertainment from Gareth Buckland and friends. 

Tickets still available - contact any of the numbers below.  

All welcome – £22.50 per head. 

7.00pm for 7.30pm – Castle Hedingham Memorial Hall 

Wednesday 28 December: A Christmas Walk in the Hedinghams – a 
mystery walk of 3-4 miles through the winter countryside. 

Meet 10.30am – Castle Hedingham Memorial Hall 

Thursday 5th January 2023: AGM – followed by ‘Heroes and Villains’ – 
Ashley Cooper presents Part 3 of a pictorial history of the Essex-Suffolk 
border. 

7.30pm – Castle Hedingham Memorial Hall  

Our new programme for 2023 will be available at this meeting. Come and 
join the Society for the year – £15.00 membership for monthly events. 

All walks and talks – Members free; non-members £5  

Rob Worley 01787460664:  Trudi Cullum 01787462889 

Peter Bayes 01787469953  Or reach us at: 

hedinghamheritage@gmail.com www.hedinghamheritage.org 
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Local information 

Local Women’s Running Group: laurabloom@btinternet.com or on 
07801 749802   

Local L ibraries: Ha ls tead and S ib le Hedingham L ibrar ies , 
libraries.essex.gov.uk. 

Four Parishes Book Group: Alison Cantor. 01787 462537  or 
acantor56@outlook.com 

Sudbury Area Cancer Support Group: Ruth Worsley on ruth-
SACSG@outlook.com 

The U3A Halstead: u3asites.org.uk/halstead/welcome 

The U3A Sudbury: u3asites.org.uk/sudbury/home 

U3A Braintree: u3asites.org.uk/braintree/events 

Halstead & District Photographic Society: www.halsteadphoto.org.uk 

Gestingthorpe History Society: www.gestingthorpehg.co.uk 

Community Agents; Community-based support for an ageing population: 
www.communityagentsessex.org.uk. 

The Empire Theatre Halstead: www.empire-theatre.co.uk 

Halstead and District Local History Society: www.halsteadhistory.org.uk. 

The Hedingham Singers: Bob L i l ley on 07790 573435 or 
www.thehedinghamsingers.com/. 

Sudbury Newstalk: www.sudburynewstalk.co.uk or 01787 468535. 

Clare Bridge Club: https://www.bridgewebs.com/clare/ 

Hedingham Medical Centre 

The Castle Hedingham surgery is triaging all 
patients so please phone 01787 461465. Do not go 
to the surgery. The surgery is open from 11.00 - 
13.00 and 14.00 - 18.00 Monday to Friday to collect 
pre-ordered prescriptions. Their website is 
www.hedmed.co.uk. 

From Saturday 1 October 2022, out-of-hours appointments will be available 
from 6.30pm to 8pm on weekdays, and from 9am to 5pm on Saturdays. 

An out-of-hours appointment might not be at your regular GP surgery. 
When you book an appointment, you will be told where the appointment 
will be. 
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Local and National Authority Representatives 

Essex County Council 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk  
Braintree District Council 
Great and Little Maplestead 
Councillor Peter Schwier - cllr.pschwier@braintree.gov.uk 
Gestingthorpe  
Councillor Wendy Scattergood - cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk 
Pebmarsh 
Councillor George Courtauld- cllr.gcourtauld@braintree.gov.uk 
Councillor Gabrielle Spray - cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk 
Westminster 
James Cleverly MP - james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 

Parish Council Websites 

Gestingthorpe  
www.gestingthorpepc.co.uk 
Great Maplestead www.greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Little Maplestead www.littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Pebmarsh  
 www.parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com 

Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS) 

VETS provide support when a defibrillator is required although the first 
action must be a 999 call. The telephone numbers of the village VETS are: 

Little Maplestead 01787 852252 
Gestingthorpe 01787 852850 

Neighbourhood Watch representatives 

Gestingthorpe Helen Skerratt 01787 237297 
Great Maplestead Ian Johnson 01787 461109 
Little Mapestead Bill Piper 01787 473933

The Churchwardens serving our Benefice are
Great Maplestead Gill Peskett 

Jill Newton
01787 462786 
01787 463893

gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
gilliannewton4@gmail.com

Little Maplestead

Gestingthorpe Alice Nolda 
Peter Nice

01787 469688 
01787 460126

- 
peter.427nice@btinternet.com

Pebmarsh Jim Crayston 
Sarah Burgess

07957870340 
01787 269092

jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
sarahburgess@btinternet.com
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Church Services in December 2022 and January 2023 

Sunday 4 December  9:30 Holy Communion Great Maplestead   
 9:30 Morning Prayer  Gestingthorpe    
 11am Holy Communion Little Maplestead 

Sunday 11 December   10:30 Café Church Great Maplestead 
 11:00 Holy Communion Gestingthorpe        
 4pm   Carol Concert with Silver Band Pebmarsh 

Wednesday 14 December 7:00pm Carol Service Gestingthorpe 

Sunday 18 December 10:00 Holy Communion Great Maplestead   

Monday 19 December 7:30pm Carol Service Great Maplestead  

Tuesday 20 December   7pm Carol Service Little Maplestead   

Saturday 24 December  4pm Crib Service Little Maplestead 
 10pm Holy Communion Pebmarsh          

Sunday 25 December 9:30 Holy Communion Gestingthorpe  
 10:00 Christmas Worship Great Maplestead 
 10:30 Christmas Worship Little Maplestead 

Sunday 4 January 10:30 Halstead Area Team Service Gestingthorpe 

Sunday 8 January  9:30 Holy Communion Pebmarsh 
 10:30 Café Church Great Maplestead 
 11:00 Holy Communion Gestingthorpe 

Sunday 15 January  10:00 Benefice Holy Communion Little 
 Maplestead 

Wednesday 18 January  10:00 Holy Communion Gestingthorpe 

Sunday 22 January 9:30 Holy Communion Great Maplestead 
 9:30 Morning Prayer Little Maplestead 
 11:00 Morning Worship Pebmarsh 
 4pm Compline Gestingthorpe 

Braintree Area Foodbank 

Please do not forget the Braintree Area Foodbank over the Christmas and 
New Year period. 
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Coming up and save the date 

Wednesday mornings Coffee at St Giles, Great Maplestead 
Friday mornings fortnightly Gestingthorpe “Gathering” Coffee Mornings 

1 December Kings Head Quiz Night Pebmarsh 
3 December Christmas Market Middleton 

2-24 December Advent Display Great Maplestead 
3 December Christmas Stalls Kings Head Pebmarsh 

10 December Children’s Christmas Party Gestingthorpe 
16 December Christmas Party Gestingthorpe 

16 December Kings Head Christmas Carols Pebmarsh 
27 December Great Maplestead Village Walk 

31 December The Kings Head New Years Eve Pebmarsh 
23 January Maplesteads’ WEA Great Maplestead 

28 January Saturday Morning Coffee and Book Sale Gestingthorpe 
2 February Maple Leaves presents a Social Evening and Fun Quiz Great 

Maplestead 
 

The Reverend Beverley Vincent 
khvicar@gmail.com 07944 200132 
The Rectory 01787 460273 
Church Street 
Great Maplestead 
Halstead 
CO9 2RG 

Parish News is printed by Paul Clark Printing Ltd 
Suite 6 . Enterprise House . Rippers Court . Sible Hedingham 

Halstead . Essex . CO9 3PY 01787 469628  sales@paulclarkprint.co.uk 

Parish News Website 

The magazine is available on the Parish News website, which is a gateway 
to our four villages and their churches. The website address is: 

www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk
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The copy deadline for the February 2023 magazine is Friday 20 January 2023 
We need to know who, what, where and when ……………. 

Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village reps. 

Copy 
Editor Jenny Bishop 07906 083999 pmeditor@icloud.com 
Gestingthorpe Andy Craig 07970 395640 andy@mdamarketing.com 
Gt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 ann66harris@gmail.com 
Little Maplestead Beverley Bratley 01787 473281 beverley.bratley@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Luke Brown 07919 375341 lhwbrown@hotmail.co.uk
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