
Services for October 2018 

Dates for the Diary 
14 October  12.30pm - Little Maplestead Harvest Service and Lunch 

 5pm - Gestingthorpe Harvest Service and Supper 

24 October  7.30pm - Pebmarsh PCC 

28 October  11am - Great Maplestead Church – Pet Service 

This magazine is available electronically on 
www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk 

and on the parish council web sites  

Gestingthorpe Great 
Maplestead

Little 
Maplestead

Pebmarsh

Sunday 7     9.30am Holy 
Communion

6.30pm 
Evensong

11am Holy 
Communion

Sunday 14 5pm Harvest 
Service & Meal

9.30am Holy 
Communion 

12.30pm 
Harvest 
Service & Meal

11am Holy 
Communion

Sunday 21 11am Morning 

Prayer 

11am Holy 
Communion

9.30am Holy 
Communion

 

Sunday 28  8.15am Holy 
Communion

11am Pet 
Service

10am Morning 
Prayer

9.30am Holy 
Communion

Sunday 4th 
November

9.30am Holy 
Communion

6.30pm 
Evensong

11am Holy 
Communion

http://www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk


Great and Little 
Maplestead Pebmarsh 
and Gestingthorpe 

Church and Community together 
October 2018 Free  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Village contacts and information 
Neighbourhood watch representatives, see page 26, 

Reverend Gay Ellis and the churchwardens see page 25.  

Magazine copy and deliveries see page 27   

Parish Clerks 
Gt Maplestead Ann Crisp 01787 460216 anncrisp@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Lt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 littlemaplesteadparishclerk@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe Frances Wells 01787 379606 gestingthorpepc@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Philippa Potter 07790 598363 pebmarshpc@hotmail.com 
The Maplesteads 
WI Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
WEA Jill Newton 01787 463893 gilliannnewton4@gmail.com 
Autumn Show Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Gt Maplestead 
Task Force Martin Elms 01787 461421 martinelms@greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 
Village Hall Liz Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Playing Field Joe Newton 01787 461308 lizatlucking@hotmail.com 
Mixed Ability Yoga Victoria Ashworth 07751 911923 justinashworth@hotmail.co.uk 
Pilates Catherine Pawsey 07814 459683 catherinepawseypilates@gmail.com 
Dance & Keep Fit Judy Cowell 01376 561757 judy.cowell@btinternet.com 
Carpet Bowls Janice Chaplin 01787 469600 bobandjanicechaplin@btinternet.com 
Youth Club Myra Jeggo 01787 474285 m.jeggo@sky.com 
Gestingthorpe 
Village Hall Sharon Flannery 07873 238095 
Village amenities Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Tower bell ringing Valerie Fullman 01787 462755 
Cricket Club Nick Duncan 01787 313558 
Football Club 
History Society Gill Webb 01787 581836 gillwebb008@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh 
Village Hall Jonathan Nott 01787 269231 jonathannott44@hotmail.com 
Dog Training Halstead Dog Club 01787 473154 halsteaddogclub@hotmail.co.uk 
Card making Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
Ladies Club Pauline Andow 01787 228790 
 Sandra Beaney 01787 222220 
Carpet bowls Jim Crayston 01787 222241 jim@craystonfarms.co.uk 
Youth club Carol Parker 01787 269996 taximother@googlemail.com 
 Susan Rawlinson 01255 815205 
Footpaths 
Gt Maplestead Steve Harris 01787 462818 steve198harris@gmail.com 
Lt Maplestead Geraldine Holloway 01787 476530 geraldineholloway2017@gmail.com 
Gestingthorpe L Crumpton-Taylor 01787 460277 leslie@crumpton-taylor.entadsl.com 
Pebmarsh Michael Sharp 07725 909986 michael@broomhills-farm.co.uk 
All villages 
Book Club Alison Cantor 01787 462537 acantor@linus.plus.com 
Knitting group Carol Brownlie 01787 461527 carolbrownlie@gmail.com 
Handbell Ringing Wendy Jones 01787 469049 wendy.jones14@btopenworld.com 
Solar Society Miles Scrivens 01787 469766 lauri.scrivens@gmail.com 
Benefice Choir Gill Peskett 01787 462786 gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
Scouts Stuart Carter 01787 461149 
Guides Kathy Hoy 01787 280200 
Molly’s Wood Jane Postma  https://www.mollyswood.org/contact 
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October dates for your diary 

Parish News is printed by 

Indigo Ross Design and Print 

Spectrum House 
Woodhall Business Park 

Sudbury 
Suffolk 

CO10 1WH 
01787 880260  hello@indigoross.co.uk 
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3 October 7pm Carpet bowls club Pebmarsh

3 October 7pm Youth Club Great Maplestead

4 October 7.30pm WI Great Maplestead

5 October 7.30pm Games and Gossip Great Maplestead

13 October 7pm Quiz night Great Maplestead

14 October 11am Harvest village walk Great Maplestead

14 October 5pm Harvest thanksgiving Gestingthorpe

14 October 12.30pm Harvest festival lunch Little Maplestead

14 October 11.30am Open day Gardens of Easton Lodge

23 October Halloween at Hedingham Colne Valley Railway

24 October 3pm Polio tea party Great Maplestead

24 October Colin the bear Colne Valley Railway

25 October Halloween at Hedingham Colne Valley Railway

The copy deadline for the November magazine is 

Friday 19 October 2018 

We need to know who, what, where and when ……………. 

Submit your copy early to guarantee inclusion. Email me or our village reps. 

Copy 
Editor Jenny Bishop 01787 472159 pmeditor@icloud.com 
Gestingthorpe Andy Craig 01787 469687 andy@mdamarketing.com 
Gt Maplestead Ann Harris 01787 462818 ann66harris@gmail.com 
Little Maplestead Beverley Bratley 01787 473281 beverley.bratley@gmail.com 
Pebmarsh Jan Bond 01787269082 thebonds.copperfield@btinternet.com

mailto:hello@indigoross.co.uK


Neighbourhood Watch representatives 

Gestingthorpe Helen Skerratt 01787 237297 

Great Maplestead Ian Johnson 01787 461109 

Little Maplestead Bill Piper 01787 473933 

Would you like a lift to church? 
If you would like to attend any of the church services in the Benefice but 
have no transport please feel free to approach one of the churchwardens 
who will be happy to arrange it for you. Service times are shown on the 
back cover and Churchwardens are shown above. 

The Reverend Gay Ellis The Rectory, Church Street 
 Great Maplestead CO9 2RG 
Email gayellis@aol.com 
Phone 01787 460273 
Mobile 07749 838769 
Website www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk 
Twitter @knightsparishes 
Facebook Knights Hospitallers Parishes 
 Little Maplestead Church 
 Gestingthorpe Church 
 Pebmarsh Church 
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Hire of Great Maplestead, Pebmarsh and Gestingthorpe Village Halls 

Each of our village halls is available for hire for all types of functions. In 
Pebmarsh, tables and chairs can also be hired. For full details of the facilities 
available in each location, rates, and conditions of hire, booking forms etc. 
Please contact the relevant booking secretary  

Great Maplestead Liz Newton 01787 461308 
Pebmarsh Christine Nott  01787 269231 
Gestingthorpe Sharon Flannery 07873 238095

The Churchwardens serving our Benefice are
Great 
Maplestead

Gill Peskett 
Jill Newton

01787 462786 
01787 463893

gillpeskett43@gmail.com 
gilliannewton4@gmail.com

Little 
Maplestead

Jane Piper 
Karen Sunnucks

01787 473933 
01787 472145

jane-piper@hotmail.co.uk 
karen.sunnucks@btinternet.com

Gestingthorpe Alice Nolda 
Peter Nice

01787 469688 
01787 460126

- 
peter.427nice@btinternet.com

Pebmarsh Belynda Fellows 01787 269986 belynda1@btinternet.com

mailto:gillpeskett43@gmail.com
mailto:gilliannewton4@gmail.com
mailto:jane-piper@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:karen.sunnucks@btinternet.com
mailto:peter.427nice@btinternet.com
mailto:belynda1@btinternet.com
mailto:gayellis@aol.com
http://www.knights-hospitallers.org.uk


Letter from the editor 

Well done to all the villages who now have defibrillators. We have added a 
section on page 29 which contains the telephone numbers for the Village 
Emergency Telephone Service (VETS). VETS is run by volunteers in our 
villages, people who are willing to collect the defibrillator and take it to 
where it is needed in an emergency. If you want to help with this life saving 
work contact your local village group. Training is given, particularly in CPR. 

You will notice that we are still larger this month. This has been paid for by 
four additional advertisers. You can see their adverts on pages 18 and 19. 
This allows us to include more copy which I hope that you find helpful. 

If you have any ideas about interesting local news or historical information 
please tell us and we can publish it. 

No photos this month (again, whimper, whinge) but I am sure that you 
have taken some great ones in the heat wave so send them in. 

 

Do you have a Pet? 

Have you ever brought it to church?  They were the questions I asked last 
year whilst telling about the Pet Service we were going to have. I said ‘Pets 
are welcome’ and they were and they came so again this year at Gt. 
Maplestead on Sunday 28 October at 11am, when we shall be having 
another Pets Service. This is an informal service where we hear about our 
Pets and we thank God for them and Bless them.  Please do bring them, I 
am sure they would like to come and have a blessing but they might not be 
able to make it on their own.  It does not matter which parish you live in 
you and all your pets are really welcome. Don’t worry about them making a 
mess, we have had worse!    

Gay 
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Letter from the Rectory 

October seems a very empty month, it is some time since the schools 
resumed after the long summer break and despite the supermarkets trying 
to convince us otherwise – Christmas is a long way off. The events of the 
summer have passed, although some of you may be reading this before the 
Little Maplestead Flower Festival, if that is the case please do come and 
visit. 

In the church calendar October is also an empty month. The church diary 
marks certain days as special. These the included the obvious days such as 
Easter and Christmas, but also the Sundays leading up to them. In October 
we have no such dates – all the Sunday’s are called Proper – that is not 
special. Christians also mark days on which to remember particular saints. 
Here October only names three. On the 18th we remember St Luke, who 
wrote accounts of Jesus and the early church which are in the bible. Then 
on the 29th the names St Simon and St Jude appear, these two are linked 
as they were believed to have been martyred together. 

Both St Simon and St Jude were among the 12 closest followers of Jesus, 
called the apostles. But of the twelve Jude is probably the lesser known. 
One reason for this was that in the early church many were thought to 
associate Jude with Judas. The latter being the disciple who betrayed Jesus. 
As the tradition grew up of praying to particular saints in times of difficulty 
Jude was left off any list. As a result he then became the saint who you 
prayed for in lost causes. 

It is a reality today that for many that is what the church and God have 
become – places of last resort and lost causes. When all else has failed 
people may turn to prayer and possibly visit a church. 

There is nothing wrong with that but there is another side to that picture in 
that God has not forgotten you – you are not a lost cause to him.  In the 
same way Christians are reminded that they must not forget those in need, 
We will pray for our communities but Jesus reminded his follower that they 
needed to “feed the hungry, clothe those needing clothes etc..”.  

That is the mission of the church to serve the communities in which we live 
and the church is always looking at ways of doing this from prayer to 
action. 

Nick and Gay Ellis 
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Village Emergency Telephone Service (VETS) 

All our four villages now have defibrillators, and Little Maplestead, 
Gestingthorpe and Pebmarsh have a village Emergency Telephone Service. 
The purpose of VETS is to provide support when a defibrillator is required 
although the first action must be a 999call. 

The telephone numbers of the village VETS are: 

Little Maplestead 01787 852252 

Gestingthorpe  01787 852850 

Pebmarsh   01787 852300 

 

Sudbury Area Cancer Support Group  
4th Thursday, 7-9pm, The Christopher Centre, 10 Gainsborough Street, 
Sudbury, CO10 2EU. 
2nd Friday, Cafe Club, 12-2pm, The Loft, 3 Gaol Lane, Sudbury CO10 1JL. 
For more information, contact Ruth Worsley on ruth-SACSG@outlook.com. 
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Entries from the Registers 
Baptisms    

1 September Gt. Maplestead 
Georgina Emily Streamer & Jessica Amy Streamer 
16 September Lt. Maplestead 
Sebastian Charles Piper

Fancy a cup of coffee and a chat? 
Come to the Tower Room in 
St Giles Church, Great Maplestead 
Open every Wednesday Morning 10.30am to 12noon 
No charge, this is a social get together, not a fund raiser. 
Everyone is welcome - for more details please ring  

Dorothy on 01787 829963 or Gill on 01787 462786

mailto:ruth-SACSG@outlook.com


Darker nights turn on some lights  

As the autumn nights draw in the tell-tale signs of the empty house become 
more apparent. 

FACT: Most burglars will prefer to target the empty house unseen and avoid 
any confrontation. 

As the days get shorter if you work away from home, or even pop out to 
get the children from school by the time you return home it may already be 
dark. A house in darkness says no one is in especially if your neighbour’s 
houses either side have lights on and show other signs of being occupied. If 
you back onto open farmland or have parking areas or footpaths to side or 
rear this may be even more apparent. 

Create the “Illusion of Occupancy”, when its dark make your home look like 
you are in. Leave lights on or put them on timers or daylight sensors to 
come when it gets dark. Remember though no one lives in the hall or on 
the landing so if you leave these lights on supplement these with lights on 
in rooms that you would normally occupy at that time of day i.e. lounge 
and kitchen. A carefully placed imitation TV or “Fake TV” can further add to 
that illusion of occupancy by making it look like the television is on. Some 
burglars may also listen at windows or letterboxes for sign of activity, so 
consider leaving a radio on within your home. 

Don’t forget the outside of your property too, if burglars see that it is lit 
they are less likely to approach for fear of being seen. 

Leave lights on, with energy efficient bulbs it costs very little 
nowadays and yet may save you lots! 
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Local Information 

The bus service is available between 6am and 20pm Monday to Saturday. 
Unlike a conventional bus, the F315 bus service requires some passengers 
to pre-book their seat and register as a customer at least two hours in 
advance of travel using either bookings@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk or 
01621 874411. These are passengers who wish to join the bus at Great 
Maplestead Church, Pebmarsh War Memorial or Pebmarsh Bus Shelter. 
These stops are shown in italics on the timetable. All other stops will be 
served within a twenty minute window of the times shown below. (10 
minutes either side). They do not require pre-booking. 

Local Libraries 

Halstead library is open 9-5pm Monday, 9-6pm Tuesday, closed Wednesday, 
9-6pm Thursday and 9-5pm Friday and Saturday. Sible Hedingham Library 
is open 9-1pm Monday, 1-5pm Tuesday, closed Wednesday, 1-5pm 
Thursday, closed Friday and 9-1pm Saturday. Further information is 
available on  http://libraries.essex.gov.uk. 
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SUDBURY - BULMER - GESTINGTHORPE - WICKHAM ST. PAUL - PEBMARSH -  GREAT AND LITTLE MAPLESTEAD - HALSTEAD
F315 From 01/03/2018
Sudbury, Bus Station 9:00 11:00 13:00 15:30 17:30 19:15
Ballingdon, Kings Head 9:03 11:03 13:03 15:33 17:33 9:18 Timings in BOLD are 

 fixed timing pointsBulmer Tye, Park Lane 9:07 11:07 13:07 15:37 17:37 19:22 FLAT FARES
Bulmer, Cross Roads 9:11 11:11 13:11 15:41 17:41 19:26 All timings in Italics 

need to be pre-booked
£2.00 SINGLE

Gestingthorpe, Foundry Corner 9:17 11:17 13:17 15:47 17:47 19:32 £3.50 RETURN
Wickham St Paul, The Victory 9:23 11:23 13:23 15:53 17:53 19:38 Timings other than those in 

bold type will vary up to 10 
minuites either side of 

stated time, dependent on 
the number of passengers 

booked on the service.

Between any two stops
Pebmarsh, Bus Shelter 9:32 11:32 13:32 16:02 18:02 19:47
Pebmarsh, War Memorial 9:33 11:33 13:33 16:03 18:03 19:48
Little Maplestead, Corner 9:39 11:39 13:39 16:09 18:09 19:54
Great Maplestead, Church 9:45 11:45 13:45 16:15 18:15 20:00
Little Maplestead, Pump 9:51 11:51 13:51 16:21 18:21 20:06
Halstead, High Street 9:56 11:56 13:56 16:26 18:26 20:11 latest arrival time
Halstead, High Street 9:37 11:37 13:37 16:07 18:07 19:43 earliest arrival time

F315 From 01/03/2018
Halstead, High Street 7:30 10:00 12:00 14:00 16:30 18:30  
Little Maplestead, Pump 7:35 10:05 12:05 14:05 16:35 18:35 Timings in BOLD are 

 fixed timing pointsGreat Maplestead, Church 7:41 10:11 12:11 14:11 16:41 18:41 FLAT FARES
Little Maplestead, Cock 7:49 10:17 12:17 14:17 16:47 18:47 All timings in Italics 

need to be pre-booked
£2.00 SINGLE

Pebmarsh, War Memorial 7:54 10:23 12:23 14:23 16:53 18:53 £3.50 RETURN
Pebmarsh, Bus Shelter 7:55 10:24 12:24 14:24 16:54 18:54 Timings other than those in 

bold type will vary up to 10 
minuites either side of 

stated time, dependent on 
the number of passengers 

booked on the service.

Between any two stops
Wickham St Paul, The Victory 8:04 10:33 12:33 14:33 17:03 19:03
Gestingthorpe, Foundry Corner 8:10 10:39 12:39 14:39 17:09 19:09
Bulmer, Cross Roads 8:15 10:45 12:45 14:45 17:15 19:15
Bulmer Tye, Park Lane 8:19 10:49 12:49 14:49 17:19 19:19
Ballingdon, Kings Head 8:23 10:53 12:53 14:53 17:23 19:23
Sudbury, Bus Station 8:07 10:37 12:37 14:37 17:07 19:07 earliest arrival time

Sudbury, Bus Station 8:30 10:56 12:56 14:56 17:28 19:28 latest arrival time

�1

mailto:bookings@essexandsuffolkdart.co.uk
http://libraries.essex.gov.uk


Local Information 

Four Parishes Book Group 
We have room for new members so why not join us to enjoy reading a wide 
range of books and then discussing them with a friendly light-hearted 
group. We meet monthly on Thursday evening at members’ homes and 
have wine, tea or coffee. 

Recent books read include “Days without End” by Sebastian Barry, “Truly, 
Madly, Guilty” by Lianne Moriarty, “Washington Square” by Henry James 
and “The Dry” by Jane Harper. Books are chosen by suggestion or 
recommendation from members. All books are borrowed from the library so 
there is no cost to members. 

For more information, contact Alison Cantor on 01787 462537 or 
07713509445 or by email at acantor@linus.plus.com 

Solar Society 

Your local adult daytime learning group. 
On Monday October 1st at 2.30pm Roger Johnson will talk on  
 ‘I am Dracula—Welcome to my house.’ 

On Monday 5th November at 2.30pm there will be a talk on 
 ‘The History of the Cottage Garden’   by Andrew Sankey. 

All meetings last about two hours with a short break for free light 
refreshments and take place at The Memorial Hall in Castle Hedingham. 

Entrance:£4.00  No membership fees. All welcome. More details from: Miles 
Scrivens 01787 469766 or Wanda Sellar 01787 463459 
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The Gardens of Easton Lodge 

And so the season comes to an end, with the last Open Day on Sunday 
October 14th.   

Bizarrely, the summer months have been the most disrupted for gardening 
that I can remember – in the winter we keep going, through the cold, 
warmed by wintry sun and many layers of clothes. This summer though 
volunteers couldn’t work on a few occasions because of the heat or the 
August rains.   

But the rains have brought the Gardens back to life – so visitors have been 
enjoying the hylotelephium (that’s sedum in old speak!), penstemon, 
perovskia and michaelmas daisies in the Italian garden and the new and 
very much refreshed dahlia border and spectacular triffid pumpkins in the 
walled kitchen garden. 

So, why not join us on Sunday 14th October for an autumnal stroll? The 
trees in the Glade will be beginning to show their autumnal hues – and the 
view from the bottom over the fishing lakes is always rewarding in late 
season sunshine. For children the Open Day is Halloweeny and there will be 
a trail and craft activities. Local folk duo, Karen and Tony, will also help us 
all unwind and enjoy the day.  

Gates will open from 11.30, with last entry 4.00pm, and there will be 
warming soup (should that be needed!), locally sourced bacon and cheese 
rolls and homemade cakes. For more information go to our website or 
facebook page, where you can also see from our blog  what our volunteers 
have managed to achieve recently.    

Jill Goldsmith 

September 2018 
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Parish Council Websites 
Gestingthorpe https://www.essexinfo.net/gestingthorpe/ 

Great Maplestead http://greatmaplesteadpc.co.uk 

Little Maplestead http://littlemaplesteadpc.co.uk 

Pebmarsh http://parishcouncil.pebmarsh.com 

District and County Councillors, MP and MEP 
Essex County Council 
Councillor David Finch - cllr.david.finch@essex.gov.uk 
Braintree District Council 
Great and Little Maplestead 
Councillor John O’Reilly Cicconi - cllr.jo'reilly-cicconi@braintree.gov.uk 
Gestingthorpe  
Councillor Wendy Scattergood - cllr.wscattergood@braintree.gov.uk 
Pebmarsh 
Councillor Chris Siddall - cllr.csiddall@braintree.gov.uk 
Councillor Gabrielle Spray - cllr.gspray@braintree.gov.uk 
Westminster 
James Cleverly MP - james.cleverly.mp@parliament.uk 
European 
John Flack MEP - john.flack@europarl.europa.eu 

Save the Date – Essex Police Rural Crime Awareness Day. 

The event is free to attend and will be on Wednesday 14th November 
2018, at Slamseys Farm, Blackley Lane, Great Notley, Braintree, 
CM77 7QW, open to visitors from 10am until 3pm. The Rural Crime 
Awareness Day will have something for everyone; farmers, businesses and 
also those living within rural locations. 

The aim of the event is to reduce rural crime by building stronger links with 
the rural and farming community, raise awareness of security measures and 
products.  A number of companies and organisations will be exhibiting their 
products and services alongside police personnel and partners to provide 
crime prevention, security measures and personal safety advice. 

This will be the 5th Rural Crime Awareness Day hosted by Essex Police. 

If you require further information please dial 101 and contact extn: 110021 
Trisha Staerck or extn: 110019 Brenda Cross. 
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Great Maplestead 
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Maplestead Youth Club  
Canine Capers 
Wednesday 3rd October 

7pm-9pm 

11-16 year olds at secondary school 

Entry £2.00 

Drinks and snacks available to buy. 

Enquiries: Myra Jeggo 01787 474285

Infusion Challenge 

Great Maplestead will be hosting the second infusion challenge in 
February. Now is the time to soak your sloes in gin or bathe 
blackberries in whisky. All infusions will be welcome. More 

information in the next edition of the Parish News.

This year Great Maplestead will have a Christmas 
Tree Trail. We would like to light a Christmas tree 

on each day of  advent. It can be a tree in your 
garden or one in a window. If  you would like to 

take part please email 
julie.chocolate@btinternet.com by 31st October 

2018. 

We will light up a Christmas Tree at 6pm on the 1st 
December at the top of  Church Street. Please 

bring a decoration to hang on the tree and join for 
mulled wine and mince pies in the village hall.



More Great Maplestead 

Polio Tea Party 

World Polio Day 2018 takes place on Wednesday 24th October and on behalf 
of Rotary International and the Rotary Club of Halstead, Peter and Lyn 
Haylock invite you to join them for a Traditional Tea Party on that day. 

This will take place at Mossings Lucking Street, Great Maplestead at 3pm. 

This event is being held as part of a national campaign by Rotary to 
eradicate polio throughout the world. 

Polio is a highly contagious virus which attacks children under five and can 
cause paralysis and even death. 

The cost will be £5 to include sandwiches, scones with jam and cream and 
delicious cakes. 

There will also be a raffle. We look forward to your support. 

The Maplesteads Autumn Show 

The committee would like to thank everyone who supported this year’s 
Autumn Show which took place on Saturday 15th September. 

Despite a very difficult growing season the hall was filled with beautiful 
flower arrangements and colourful fruits and vegetables. 

There were jars of jam, chutneys and pickles as well as cakes , bread and 
eggs. 

The craft section was well supported with some exquisite handicrafts and 
paintings and the children’s section was fantastic with their pizza faces, 
decorated cakes and handicrafts. 

The photographic competition - ‘Views of the Maplesteads’, showed how 
fortunate we are to live in such a beautiful part of the country. 

The Men’s section looked very tempting with their delicious mouth-watering 
sweet creations. 

Thanks go to Ann Crisp – clerk to the Parish Council – who presented the 
cups and trophies to the worthy winners. 
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Maplestead Youth Club is looking for three, preferably four fun 
loving, energetic and committed people to take over the 
running of this popular club in the new year. If anyone is 
interested please contact Myra Jeggo on 01787 474285 for 
more details.



Braintree Area Foodbank 

On behalf of our clients we would like to thank you for your generous support 
and ask that you help us with this urgent appeal for: 

Our Urgent Items 
Long life fruit juice 
Chocolate bars (eg KitKat, Penguins etc) 
Pasta sauce 
Cold tinned meats 
Toilet rolls 

Food that we are short of 
Tinned fruit 
Tinned tomatoes 
Tinned spaghetti 
Tinned sponge puddings 
Sugar 
Coffee (small jars please)* 

Other items that we need 
Baby wipes 
Nappies - all sizes 
Antiperspirant/deodorant 
Shower gel 
Bags for life 
Pet food  

* Please note: We often ask for small packs—Larger packs do not fit in our 
boxes and make it difficult for out clients to carry home. Also, we are 
unable (for hygiene reasons) to split large size or catering packs. 

We have an abundance of Baked Beans, Chocolate spread and Peanut 
Butter so please, no more at the moment. 

If you want to donate to our foodbank you can donate at Halstead, Witham and 
Braintree libraries during their opening hours and at the Coop in Halstead for 
any food you buy there. 

For further information see www.braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/locations/ 

A typical food parcel includes: 
Breakfast cereals, soup, pasta, rice, pasta sauce, tinned beans, tinned 
meat, tinned vegetables, tinned fruit, tea or coffee, sugar, biscuits and 
snacks 
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https://braintreearea.foodbank.org.uk/


More Little Maplestead 

The defib cabinets are locked and the code is C1267 (both cabinets are the 
same) 

We hope that these defibrillators will never be needed, but we hope even 
more that if they are needed they can save someone’s life. 

Little Maplestead Parish Council would like to thank Jenny Bishop for the 
instigation of the defibs and Perry Crimmins from Pebmarsh Defib 
Volunteers group for continued support and assistance with this project. 

Christmas Coffee Morning 

Watch this space for more information next month for the Christmas Coffee 
Morning at School Farm at the end of November. 

Phone Mast 

The Parish Council gets a lot of feedback regarding the dreadful mobile 
phone reception over most of the village. The Council is considering 
approaching one of the mobile phone companies with regard to locating a 
mobile phone mast. Any one who is interested should contact Bill Piper on 
01787 473933. 

Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Ecclesiastical Insurance will make a donation of £130 to our churches for 
every new home insurance policy taken out.To take advantage of this offer 

call 0800 783 0130 or visit www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130. 
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Local Women’s Running Group 
Meet us Sunday mornings at 9am at the Little India Car park in Little 
Map les tead , to run be tween 4 and 5km. P lease contac t 
laurabloom@btinternet.com or call/text Laura on 0780 174 9802 if you 
would like to come along and give it a try. 

http://www.ecclesiastical.com/Trust130
mailto:laurabloom@btinternet.com
mailto:laurabloom@btinternet.com


More Great Maplestead 

An enthusiastic crowd came in the evening  to bag some bargains and 
enjoyed a very lively auction - thanks to the irrepressible auctioneer Keith 
Brownlie. 

The chairman Carol Brownlie thanked everyone for their support and looks 
forward to seeing them again at the Autumn Show in September 2019. 
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More Great Maplestead 

WI 

President Carol Brownlie welcomed everyone to the meeting, which took 
place in St. Giles Church.  Carol handed over the meeting to Gill Sanderson 
and Ros Cracknell, who had devised a treasure hunt, both in the Church 
and the churchyard.  Members were invited to try and answer up to 31 
questions, either singly or in teams.  The time allowed was 45 minutes and 
when this time was up, Gill and Ros went through the answers.  The 
treasure hunt was won by Rachael Haylock. Carol thanked Gill and Ros for 
the very enjoyable treasure hunt and for all the hard work that it entailed in 
putting it together. 

The treasure hunt was followed by lovely refreshments.  
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Saturday 24th November  
10.30am – 1.00pm 

in the Village Hall 
 

Lots of stalls: 

Bric-a-Brac, Cakes & Produce, Christmas Cards, 
Woodcraft, Bags & Scarves, Christmas Decorations, Metalwork, 

Jewellery – and a Raffle. 
Refreshments: Coffee, Mince Pies & Cake.  

And much, much more 



Little Maplestead 

The Flower Festival 
Our flower festival will be in the Round Church on the 29 and 30 
September. 

Harvest Festival Lunch  

The Harvest Festival Service and Lunch in the Round Church will be on 
Sunday 14th October at 12.30pm. If you would like to enjoy a delicious 
home-made three course meal, in our wonderful church, book now to avoid 
missing out on this ever-popular service. 

Tickets are £8.50 for adults and £5 for children. Everyone is welcome; so 
bring your friends and family. Don’t forget to bring a drink to enjoy. 

Tickets are available from Jane Piper on 01787 473933 
Please do book soon to avoid missing out, as we have limited space! 

Ride and Stride 

The church welcomed a good number of riders and striders on Saturday. 
They were welcomed with a selection of hot and cold drinks, cakes and 
biscuits. The majority of visitors came in the morning, with the last one 
arriving mid-afternoon. 

We do not know yet how much we have raised, but we did receive a very 
generous donation, so we are excited to find out the total! 

If you are sorry to have missed out this year, put the date of Sunday 7th 
September 2019 in your diary. 

Huge thanks go to our volunteers who welcomed visitors, and also to the 
Riders and Striders - you all did brilliantly. 

Little Maplestead Defibrillators. 

Good new... both the defibs are now up and running. 

There is one on the wall outside little India, and one next to the post box/
notice board. 

The VETS system (Volounteer Emergency Telephone System) is now set up 
and running. We have 10 volunteers based in the village who have all 
received a basic training in CRP and the use of the defibs, and are able to 
be contacted to assist  in the event of an emergency. 

In the event of  medical emergency, please dial 999 first, then if you are 
able to dial the VETS number 01787 852252 you should be able to get hold 
of someone who can bring the defib to the patient, and assist until the 
paramedics arrive. 
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Gestingthorpe 

This email account is a dedicated account to inform Gestingthorpe residents 
only.  

Your information will not be shared with anyone else and will not be used 
for any other purpose other than NHW matters. Helen Skerratt 

01787 237 297 - Gestingthorpe194@gmail.com 

The next meeting of the Trustees will be held on  
                                    Tuesday 16th October 2018 

Please send your applications in writing by 12th October 2018 including receipts for 
any payments made, to the Secretary, Peter Collett, Orchard House, Audley End, 

Gestingthorpe, Essex CO9 3AU. peter@thecollettfamily.co.uk 

Consideration will be given to grant applications for anything which the Trustees 
regard as educational.  Applicants must be residents of the ancient parish of 

Gestingthorpe. 
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GESTINGTHORPE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION  
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More Great Maplestead 
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Autumn Gift Fair  
 

To be held at: Parklands Quendon Hall  
Quendon, Nr Saffron Walden, CB11 3XN 

Entrance: £5.00 includes coffee & biscuits 
 

> EXCITING STALLS  
> GREAT RAFFLE PRIZES  
> LUNCHES AVAILABLE 

 

More Information: 01245 291014 

Wednesday 10th October 
10.00am to 3.30pm 



Pebmarsh 

Carpet Bowls Club 
Bowls club meetings are held on the first Wednesday of each month in the 
village hall from 7pm until 9pm.  Meeting dates to the end of the year: 

3rd October - 7th November - 5th December 

Harvest Festival 

Thanks to the generosity of those attending the Harvest Festival service we 
were able to take a food parcel to Ferriers Barn in Bures a Day Centre for 
adults with learning difficulties, where the donation was gratefully received. 

Carol Service... a date for your diaries 

The Pebmarsh Carol Service this year will be held on Sunday 16th 
December at 4pm. We are extremely pleased to announce that the Long 
Melford Silver Band will be playing for us; the band was formed over 100 
years ago & in addition to performing in the UK has appeared in France & 
Belgium including at the Menin Gate ceremony, where they will again be 
playing at the end of October. Please come along on 16th December & start 
your Christmas celebrations with family, friends & neighbours. 

Ride & Stride 

The Essex Ride & Stride on 8th September saw a number of visitors to our 
church arriving on foot, by bike & in one case in a vintage car. This event 
will take place again next year & we will announce details in the early 
summer hoping to attract even more & varied participants than this year. 

The Kings Head 

This month we celebrated the first year of successful trading as a 
community pub with a village party.  Ably hosted by Debbie and Stuart, 
there was something for everyone with a bouncy assault course in the 
garden, delicious street food and of course, birthday cupcakes. PCP Chair 
John Flack recently stepped down due to current pressures of work and will 
be replaced until the next AGM by Pete Hele.  We are hugely grateful to 
John who has been a real driving force behind the community pub initiative.  
It was fitting that a large crowd of shareholders and pub goers were there 
to see him presented with a thank you gift from the PCP Committee during 
the party.   

The reroofing of the pub is underway, ensuring that our 15th Century 
drovers inn will be standing for the next 600 years!  Not only will the work 
be largely funded through a grant from the Enovert Community Trust, 
secured by PCP Committee member Perry Crimmins but, as everyone will 
be relieved to hear, the work should not disrupt the pub trading in anyway.  

Page 12 



Gestingthorpe 

Wine tasting 
Back by popular demand, Gestingthorpe Village Hall invite you to an 
evening of wine tasting and fun hosted by Baythorne Hall Wines on Sat 8 
Dec.  More details to follow in  November’s issue.  Places are limited so to 
reserve yours please get in touch with Steph 01787 462351 or Andy 
469687. 

Gestingthorpe Harvest Thanksgiving 
Sunday 14 October 

All are welcome at the Church service at 5pm, with supper at 6pm in the 
village hall. (Please bring your own drinks and glasses.) 

Supper bookings in advance please with Peter or Alice (460126/469688) at 
£7 each (under 10s free). 

RAFFLE* AFTER SUPPER. 

*prizes welcome! Please give to Peter or Alice. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
As the days get shorter and the nights get longer a seasonal 
reminder to carry on being alert and report any concerns or 
issues that you may have or have witnessed.  

Please ensure that you have sufficient external lighting and 
that any garden tools/equipment is securely locked away and 
out of sight from would be thieves. Keep paths well lit for 
your own safety. Make sure all outbuilding have adequate locks/security 
and are kept locked when not in use. 

If you’re going out at night keep curtains or blinds drawn as dusk falls and 
lights on in the house with either a radio of TV on. 

If you have CCTV please check that it is in full working order.  

You can report non-emergency crimes to: 101. And also let me know as 
well (contact details below).  I can share the information via the 
Gestingthorpe social media links and also via the dedicaticated 
Gestingthorpe NHW email address. 

I have also ordered Neighbourhood Watch stickers for wheelie bins, these 
are free and can also be used for gates or buildings. Please let me know if 
you would like some. 

Finally, if you would like to be kept informed of any concerns/crimes that 
have been reported to me. Please send me your email address (details on 
next page).  

Page  21 



More Pebmarsh 

Don’t forget to book your table for the popular monthly Quiz Night, on the 
first Thursday of every month or try out some of the new items on the 
lunchtime or evening menus.   Ring the Kings Head on 01787 267942.  
Seniors now have a 20% discount on all menu items at lunchtimes on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

Gospel Workshop 
Internationally known gospel singer and teacher, Geraldine Luce (formerly 
Latty) and her musician husband, Carey Luce, are to lead a Gospel 
Workshop at Steeple Bumpstead on Saturday 20th October. 

This is an all-day event to be held at Steeple Bumpstead Congregational 
Church, from 10am – 4.30pm, with a break for lunch. Tickets are £8. 

Singers of all ages and experience are welcome – you don’t need to have a 
great voice, just come and have fun with Geraldine and Carey and other 
like-minded people who enjoy singing. 

There will be an opportunity in the evening to take part in a concert which 
will include songs we have learnt during the day. Friends are very welcome 
to join us for the concert, free of charge (donations invited). 

For more information/tickets, please contact Christine Blyth on 07539 
117609 or email chrisblyth1@btinternet.com 
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Remembrance Day  

There will be a short service at 
Pebmarsh War Memorial on Sunday 

11th November at 10.45 am 

Wine, tea & coffee will be served in 
the church after the service.

mailto:chrisblyth1@btinternet.com


Our Advertisers 

We have grouped our advertisers over the next few pages. Please support 
them, they are mainly local and without them the magazine would not be 
free. 
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Silas Penfold

Mole Catcher 

Traditional Trapper - Reliable Local 
Service 

01787 269884 
Mobile 07927 893853 

Welcome to an ENRICHED, EXCITING WORLD  

Established & run by a  
Qualified and Experienced 
EARLY YEARS TEACHER 

Full Day Care & AM/PM  
Sessions 7.30am-6pm  
FREE Government Funded Spaces 

Nursery School for children aged 6mths to 4yrs

‘Children’s very good progress in all areas of learning is enhanced by consistently high quality teaching in the 
superb, well-resourced environment, both indoors and outside….This is an OUTSTANDING feature of the 

provision’ OFSTED Sept14

  Gestingthorpe, Halstead, CO9 3BD 

CONTACT: AMANDA 01787 461615 OR email blossomandbloomdaycare@yahoo.co.uk 

@blossomandbloomchildcare

Greenarchitect 
If you are thinking about building or 
extending your home, particularly if 
it is a listed building, and you are 
concerned about the environment, 
talk to Jenny Bishop at 

Greenarchitect 
S h e s p e c i a l i s e s i n e n e r g y 
conservation, sustainability and 
historic conservation, which she 
loves. 

She is a chartered architect, lives in 
a listed building, has a masters 
degree in energy conservation and 
sustainability and is an accredited 
Passivhaus designer, 

01787 472159 

jenny.bishop@greenarchitect.co.uk

mailto:jenny.bishop@greenarchitect.co.uk
mailto:jenny.bishop@greenarchitect.co.uk
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We know St. Margaret’s can provide 
your child with the best possible 
start to their educational journey. 

Every Day is an Open Day -  
come and visit us soon!

...where happy  
children make  
excellent progress

Gosfield Hall Park, Gosfield, Essex CO9 1SE

01787 472134
www.stmargaretsprep.com
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Does your child suffer from anxiety? Do they often have reasons to avoid going to 
school? 

Do they have anger problems that get in the way of friendships and family life? 

Suppose there is a simple solution to these and other problems. 

Peter Anderson has spent a life time working in schools, over thirty as 
headteacher of four large primary schools. Peter has also worked as a counsellor 
and coach sharing a simple but profound understanding of how the mind works 
with children as young as five, with teens and with adults. By helping children 
see how they are creating their own moment to moment experience, it releases 
them from the problems that keep them stuck. 

Peter will work with parents/carers and their child in a safe, relaxed 
environment and through a variety of ways share this understanding. 

It is quite usual for children to need only three or four sessions to completely 
transform. The child’s natural resilience and well-being increases which allows 
the child to skip off into life with a much lighter heart. 

For more details please contact; Email peter@andersonwellbeing.com Website  
www.andersonwellbeing.com Phone 01787 269499

  COLNE VALLEY RAILWAY 
October 2018 

 
We will be open for steam train rides every Sunday throughout 
October and for diesel train rides every Saturday. 
 
On the 23rd and 25th we have our Halloween at Hedingham Event 
with spooky activities for young children.  24th October Colin the Bear 
will be visiting again. 
 
Santa Specials will run on 8th,9th, 15th, 16th, 21st, 22nd & 23rd December 
Further information can be found at www.colnevalleyrailway.co.uk 

Or 01787 461174 

mailto:peter@andersonwellbeing.com
http://www.andersonwellbeing.com
mailto:peter@andersonwellbeing.com
http://www.andersonwellbeing.com
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HANSSON
HORTICULTURE
 Advice - Design - Plant - Maintain

For any short or long term maintenance, 
one-off projects or even general garden 
clearances or tidy-ups, call Robert Henn 
on either 01787 269511or 07484 781626. 
I’m local, reliable and fully insured.


Memorials

Luxstone
We hand carve anything in stone

Memorials, standard and bespoke 
Carving - Stone Signs - Nameplates 

Courses in Letter Cutting and Carving 

Stour Valley Business Centre,
Brundon Lane,
Sudbury, CO10 7GB

Tel 01787 371570 / 07920 101 440
E mail info@neilluxton.co.uk

www.neilluxton.co.uk
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COME & SHOP AT SPENCER’S; YOUR LOCAL FARM SHOP

VEGBOXES 

All your weekly fruit & veg 
in one box! 

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY* 

NO MIN SPEND FOR 
COLLECTION 

HUGE RANGE OF FRUIT & 
VEG TO CHOOSE FROM 

*min of £10 spend for 
delivery applies

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on ANYTHING within 5 miles (min 
spend & terms apply) 

LOCALLY SOURCED goods from beer & wine to meat, 
cheese and cakes 

GIFT SHOP full of local crafts & gorgeous home 
accessories 

Coffee Shop serving delicious home cooked food 

Free parking outside the door! 
www.spencersfarmshop.com 

Find us on Facebook: Spencer’s Farm Shop 
Tel: 01787 267977 Email: spencerandoboyle@gmail.com

WICKHAM ST PAUL’S
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9.30am – 2pmSt Peter’s Church Sudbury  cO10 2EH

Jan  26th
Feb  23rd
Mar 23rd
(fourth friday)
Apr 27th
May  25th
June  29th
July  27th
Aug  31st 
Sept  28th
Oct  26th
Nov  30th
Dec  21st 
(third friday)

www.suffolkmarketevents.co.uk
Tel: 07704 627973 D
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on the last  last friday  of every month

 

Specialising in extensions and alterations 
 

 

Architectural design & planning service 
Extensions, alterations, conversions, restorations, ground works & drainage. 

www.stgreenbuilders.co.uk       info@stgreenbuilders.co.uk 
 

   01787 460980 
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